
SAINT APOLLONIA – PATRON SAINT OF DENTISTRY 

they sought help for healing and forgiveness in the 

form of prayer for toothache to the St. Apollonia: „ O 

Glorius Apollonia, patron saint of dentistry and 

refuge to all those suffering from diseases of the 

teeth, I consecrate myself to thee, beseeching thee 

to number me among thy clients. Assist me by your 

intercession with God in my daily work and 

intercede with Him to obtain for me a happy death. 

Pray that my heart like thine may be inflamed with 

the love of Jesus and Mary, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. O My God, bring me safe through temptation 

and strengthen me as thou didst our own patron 

Apollonia, through Christ our Lord. Amen. “

In art, the iconographic illustrations depict St. 

Apollonia, holding the dental forceps with an 

extracted tooth in her left hand, while in the same 

or another hand she is holding a palm branch, 

which is a sign of martyrdom. Interestingly, all the 

characters of St. Apollonia are placed on the altars, 

which shows that this saint is highly valued and 

that the respect for her character has been 

permanently rooted in the spiritual tradition of the 

Franciscan Order. It is tradition that the Franciscan 

Order has always shared the fate of its people and is 

extremely close in the general and individual 

center of human destinies. [3-6]

Patron saints from diseases are an exceptionally 

interesting phenomenon in the history of dental 

medicine, so they reveal paradigm of thinking 

when doctors were not available and their arrival 

to the patient was considered elitist. In such 

circumstances, consolation, intercession of healing 

and relief of afflictions were sought from various 

saints. [2]

Despite the fact that the dental service 

addresses the problem of toothache and similar 

problems with its effective therapeutic capabi-

lities, there is sometimes a need for spiritual 

support in today's materialized world. [3]

Doctors of dental medicine celebrate Apollonia 

as their protector. Traditionally, for many years 

now, on February 9th, in dental medicine, is the day 

of Saint Apollonia, virgin and martyr, the patron 

saint of her members, who are taking care of the 

oral health of their patients, trying to prevent the 

occurrence of various oral diseases and to help 

those in need for dental service. [7-10]
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